A new technology in burn therapy: INTEGRA artificial skin.
Nurses caring for severely burned patients need to know not only a burn injury's multisystem consequences, but also the effects and expected outcomes of burn treatment. Excision and grafting remain the primary interventions to promote wound healing, but severely burned patients may have little or no skin available for autograft harvesting. INTEGRA artificial skin, a commercial dermal regeneration template, is a new option for complete physiologic wound closure in a variety of clinical situations. This article reviews the physiologic effects, complications, and expected outcomes of INTEGRA artificial skin and compares it with other methods of closing burn wounds.